AASHTO Domestic Scan Proposal Form
AASHTO is soliciting topic proposals for a FY 2010 US Domestic Scan Program (NCHRP Panel 20-68A)  Each selected scan topic will be investigated through site visits to three to six locations over a one or two week period, conducted by a group of eight to 12 transportation professionals with expertise in the selected topic area.  Proposed topics should meet the following criteria:

· Address an important and timely need for information by transportation agencies;

· Are of interest to a broad national spectrum of people and agencies;

· Are complex and also “hands-on,” meaning they lend themselves particularly well to exploration through on-site visits; and

· Are sufficiently focused that the tour participants are able to investigate and understand key issues in the limited time available on the tour.
Proposals should be returned no later than November 13, 2009
	Proposal Contact Information 

Name:
Edward E. Hughes
Title:
Metals & Miscellaneous Products Coordinator
Address:
126 East Ash Street Springfield, Il 62704
E-mail:
Edward.Hughes@illinois.gov
Telephone number:
(217( 782-4689
Date of submission:
September 2, 2009

	Title of Proposed Scan

Buy America Federal & State Requirements
Ensure that domestic steel and iron products are used as outlined by Federal and State laws.

	Problem Statement  (What topic is to be examined? What drives the need for the scan? Why now?)
The 1933 Federal “Buy America Act” requires that all iron and steel used on federal highway projects be melted, made, and manufactured in the United States of America.  How are the States handling this requirement?  Is enforcement practicable?  

Illinois also has its own compiled statute, “(30 ILCS 565/) Steel Products Procurement Act” requiring the use of domestic iron and steel products.  Illinois has noticed an influx of foreign steel ranging from fasteners to structural steel on both Federal and State funded projects.

	Scan Scope  (What specific subject areas are to be examined?  Which cities and states might be visited?  Which agencies/organizations (including specific departments or types of staff if applicable)?

All projects containing iron or steel products have the opportunity to incorporate foreign iron or steel material.  The scope may include:
Compile a list of State laws and perform a comparison between individual laws and the “Buy America Act”.
New/rehabilitation bridge projects, Sign structure fasteners, Light pole assemblies

Guardrail both “W-beam” and cable, Splicer/coupler systems, Frames/Grates
States to visit;

Due to the scope of the law, all States would be eligible for a visit.

Any State having an existing law requiring the use of domestic iron and steel
Agencies:

DOT & FHWA

	Scan Objectives  (What key information is to be gained?  What information is to be shared after the scan?  Who would the audience be for this information?)

Understanding of the current laws.  What States are doing to ensure that iron and steel products meet the requirements.
Improvements in how to track and what documentation is required in order to meet the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR 637 & CFR 635) for iron and steel products.

Audience should include DOT and FHWA personnel as well as consultants and contractors

	Benefits Expected (Including potential impacts on current technology or procedures)
Material which meets the required specifications (foreign material is inferior) which will lead to better performance and longer life of projects.
DOT personnel will be aware of what documentation is required to satisfy current laws.

Americans keep working!


